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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS; 

These claims replace all pnor versions, and listings, of claims in the appUcation: 

l.Ccuirenily amended): An image monitor appararos for moniioiing an image, 
comprising: 

a camera which picks up an image; 

an illuminaiiou unit which includes. 

a light emission unit having at least one light emitting element, and 
an emission control unit which controls the at least one light emitting 

element; and 

a processing unit which includes, 

an image signal acquiring unit which performs analog-to-digital 
conversion of said image picked up by said camera so as to generate a digitized image signal, 
and stores the digitized image signal. 

a luminance examining unit which coimts a sum total of luminance value 
of all pixels in a field of the image represented by said digitized image signal and examines 
whether or not said sum total of luminance value is greater than a predetermined threshold value, 
and determines whether or not an amount of li^t detected by said camera and stored in an 
image-pickup plane of the camera is appropriate for suppressing disturbances in said image, and 

a luminance conuol unit which controls at least one of said camera and 
said illumination mut so that said amount of light becomes appropriate for suppressing 
disturbances in said image, when said luminance examining unit detennines that the amount of 
hght detected by said camera and stored in the image-pickup plane is not appropriate for 
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suppressing disnubances in said image, and wlu o h makoa on iniUuH iuui ub uf .» -Inmn r T^ i^f l "f 
srtid oomora which io sot to the nlov^oflt poooiblo ysdw iu aidor to uUM^ u uj Uomal illumiDnriw; 
and tbo initial oottUig of ft duration uf illununation of oaid iUuminotion mui s v luoh is =or t n t b p 
dionoGt timo which can pro^ldo n . juffioiom amount of light for imago proooooing , when a 
predeiennined time elapses since said amount of light becomes apptopriate for suppressing 
distuibances in said imT" T"'^'"r ^^"'"^ "^'^ camera to the 

slowest possible value in ord^ tn utifoe ex t ^al illumination other than illiiminaTjon of sai4 
nhimmarion unit ^nd the initial setn nf ^ nf a duration nf illumination of said il]uminatiop unit is 
^et TO the shotted time which ca n pTnvide sufficient amount of hpht for ima^e processing . 

2. (original): An image monitor apparatus according to claim I , wherein said luminance 
control unit makes feedback control of said camera so that a shuner speed of said camera is 
increased within such a range that a duration in which a shutter of the camera is open is not 
shorter than a duration of illumination by the illumination unit, and an iris opening of said 
camera is maximized. 

3. (original): An image monitor apparams according to claim I, wherein when said 
amount of Ught cannot become appropriate for suppressing diswrbances in the image even when 
said shutter speed of said camera is increased by said feedback control to said duration of 
illumination, said luminance control unit increases an amount of Ught emitted by said 
iUumination unit, and reduces the size of the iris opening. 
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4. (original): An image moniior apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said luminance 
control unit coniroU said illwnination unit so that the at least one light emitting element emits 
Ught only when an image of a frame which is necessary fbr image processing is picked up by the 
camera. 

5. (original): An image monitor apparatus according to claim I, wherein said luminance 
control unit automatically detects blooming or smearing in said image based on said luminance 
of the image. 
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